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FRIEND): 
‘TRA aN BETRAYED 
iit 


FUTURE! 


THE BLOND'S NAME 
IS DOUG RAMSEY 
(ALSO KNOWN AS 
CYPHER). 


THEY'RE NEW 
MUTANTS. 


AND HAVING A 
WHALE OF A 
GOOD TIME IN 
THE PROCESS, 
THE BEST 
THEY'VE EVER 
HAD £ 
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a 
ONCE UPON | 
A TIME, THIS |/ 
USED 10 BE 
NEW YORK. 


-AND, AT FIRST GLANCE, IT'S A DREAM COME TRUE. 


7 


-- STOP WHERE 
YOU ARES 


HEY, ‘LOCK-- THEIR 
UNIFORMS ARE LIKE 
OURS. BUT THEY'RE 
A LOT _NEATER 
LOOKING. 


«. WHERE ae 
THE*GOOD’ | . MAYBE WE CAN SWIPE bh 


PEOPLE Live. Yq/ af so JHE me We 


FANTASTIC FAIRY-TALE 
TOWERS GLEAMING FIVE 
MILES HIGH, LINKED BY 
A _SPIDER-WEB NETWORK 
OF SKYWAYS... 


POUR _ON THE SPEED, PAL -- THOSE YO 


JERKS ARE SERIOUS 


YwaAIt‘Lt I GET... I'LL TEACH HIM TO 
MY HANDS ON GO. AROUND WEARING 
‘AN ARBITRATOR'S 


THAT LITTLE 


HOOLIGAN... UNIFORM. 


BETTER MANIFEST i 
A SHIELD, IN CASE 
M 4 | 


—_—., 
-- ALARM-ALARM- 
ALARM, STRUCTURE 


\ BLOCKING PRIMARY 
, ESCAPE ROUTES 7° 


OPTIMAL DEFENSE % mere 
MODE ENGAGED-- } 


THE_SKATEBOARD-- 


IT TURNED INTO 
A FLIER S 


Ss I CAN'T 


SHIFTING 
SE 


--1'M 
LOSING 
CONTROL! 


| WARLOCK, THOSE 
COPS HAVE GONE 
OFF THE ROADS 


< ? Ds 
WWE MES 


THERE YOU GO, GUYS-- ALL 
LDOWN, SAFE AND SOUND. 


RESCUE J 
EFFECTED. 


( 


--AND CATCH 
THEIR CAR 
AS WELL... 


\ WE'RE GRATEFUL-- BUT WE CAN'T 
JUST LET YOU FLY OFF-- / 


EAI 


CHECK OUT THE WALL, 
WE LEFT A LITTLE 
SOMETHING FOR UPTOWN 
TO REMEMBER US BY. 


WELCOME, CITIZENS, 
TO HEROES PLAZA-- 
MEMORIAL TO THOSE 
OF OUR FOREBEARS 
WHO SACRIFICED 


THE SEEDS OF OUR LIBERATION 


DREAM THAT MUTANT AND 
HUMAN LIVE TOGETHER IN 
PEACE. TO THAT END, HE 
ESTABLISHED THIS INSTITUTION 
--TO TEACH YOUNG MUTANTS 
THE SAFE AND PROPER USE OF 
THEIR POWERS. THE pce 
CLASS WAS CALLED TH 

NEW MUTANTS. 


SUPERIOR, MUTANT- 
KIND, COULD ACHIEVE 
ITS TRUE DESTINY AS 
MASTERS OF THE EARTH. 


AS WELL, HE FORMED A BAND OF 
MUTANT HEROES, THE UNCANNY 
X-MEN. THOUGH THEIR COURAGE 
WAS LEGEND, THEY WERE FEARED 
AND REVILED-- EVEN BRANDED AS 
CRIMINALS -- BY THE WORLD THEY 
WERE SWORN TO PROTECT. 


nas Sega ls He cgpstan 
MURDER-- AT HAND. 
¥ OF FEDERAL TROOPS <a THE 


T 
FRIEND AND eee ge 
THE FATHER OF OU 
Ql SOCIETY-- MAGNE TO. 


REVERED ANCESTORS -- 

IF_ ONLY I LOOKED HALF 
AS GOOD _IN REALITY 

AS THIS STATUE. 


NO SENSE, I 
SUPPOSE, BEING 
A HERO IF _YOU 
DON'T coos 
E PAR 


WEIRDER STILL-- St 
THAT IT CAN‘T POSSI 
HAPPEN UNLESS TLLYANA 
SHOWS UP TO reeves THE 
FOUR OF US HOME TO 
OUR PROPER TIME, 


IF THAT HAPPENS, 
SHOULD I LET 
HISTORY TAKE {TS 
COURSE, OR TRY TO 

GOA CHANGE THINGS? 


AND IF J 
DO CHANGE 
WHAT_WILL 

BE... 


WEIRD-- LOOKING UP 
AT A GIANT- SIZED 
VERSION OF YOURSELF, 
READING ABOUT HOW 
AND WHEN AND 
WHERE YOU DIED. 


«WHO'S 
TO SAY I 
WON'T BE 

MAKING THE 

FUTURE -- 


HOW YOU DOIN’ CHIEF? EVERYTHING 
> OKAY?2 


Oh, SURE, SAM, PEACHY- ~~ 

KEEN. WE'VE LOST HALF OUR 

TEAMMATES -- SPIRITS KNOW 

WHERE OR WHEN-- WE 

MAY BE TRAPPED IN THE 
WRONG TIME... 


ww IN) WHAT 
MAY BE A 


UTOPIA 
FOR PEOPLE 
LIKE US. 


SECURITY AT THIS HOSPITAL 

STINKS! I WAS IN AND OUT 

WITHOUT ANY TROUBLE, 
EASY AS CAN BE. 


HOPE THESE 
SUPPLIES DO 
SOME GOOD 
DOWNTOWN. 


FAT CHANCE-- 
A DROP INA 
LEAKY BUCKET. 


I ALWAYS _HOPED-- IT'S SILLY, I 
KNOW, THE SORT OF IDEALISTIC 
GUFF YOU'D EXPECT FROM A 
“GIRL”-- WE'D ALL OF US LIVE 
HAPPILY EVER AFTER, TO A RIPE 
OLD AGE. 


THESE 

PLAQUES TELL 
ME MOST OF 
US DIDN'T. 


err 


m1 Sa 


MAYBE THAT'S PART AN‘ PARCEL 
OF GETTIN’ OLDER, DANI-- FACIN’ 
UP TO UNPLEASANT REALITIES 
THAT KIDS GET TO HIDE FROM? 


WEIRDEST 
THING TO 


AS THAT MOST EVERYONE 
WE'VE SEEN, ESPECIALLY 
HERE IN THIS PLAZA... 


THAT'S RIGHT-- EVERYONE WHO 
{SN'T WEARING A SLAVETAGS 


THEY'RE ONLY HUMAN-- AND } 
THAT'S LESS THAN NOTHING. 


IN THE NAME OF THE “he 
LORDS CARDINAL, BRAT--2 


=) 


Be 
--YOU'RE UNDER ARREST! 


WHAT'S SHE -- AN OPPORTUNITY I'LL 
WEARING?! AN ARB NOT LET SLIP BY! 


UNIFORM / 
A_SIMPLE MATTER 
TO _USE MY SPECIAL 
PSI- POWER... | 


«» TO REACH 
INTO THOSE 


SHE ONE OF ANQ_ MANIFEST REAL-AS- 
US, GONE THEYRE LIFE SPIRIT-FORMS OF 
SOUR?! SURPRISED-- THEIR HEARTS’ DESIRE £ 


OFF- BALANCE-- 


THAT TRANCE WON'T HOLD. 
THEM LONG, THOUGH. I'VE 
GOT TO BEAT FEET, 

FAR AND FAST! 


= HERE'S SAM-- 
; Y RIGHT ON SCHEDULE, 
BLESS HIM / aS 
0 


ay eae 


ACCESS TO 


A=; 
CR oS2 
ho 
EES 
BEEBE 


BUT I LOST 
THE MEDICINE. 


y —l Si, NS NO MATTER HOW™ THE PROMISED LAND, 
UPTOWN IS at wees Wi HIGH YOU CLIMB THAT YOU CAN VISIT». 
BREATHTAKING [an 7. DOWN HERE, YOU'LL 
IN [TS BEAUTY. )ee ALWAYS HAVE THAT .BUT NEVER 

BRIGHT, SHINING 


ree ee ae zs WORLD ABOVE 
ee Wot fi er 

DOWNTOWN 
1S OLD. 


THE BASEMENT-- MUSTY AND DUSTY, 
IGNORED AND FORGOTTEN. 


ALWAYS 
REMINDING 
YOU OF HO 


TRULY ARE 


NN 


\\ 


Nina! 


STREETS SHROUDED 
IN PERPETUAL 
SHADOW, LINED BY 


4 


| 


71 


tl 


WB) -- WHOSE TALLEST | {i!'|I: 

ib} TOWERS DON'T 

aig) EVEN COME ANY- 
WHERE NEAR THE 

Ml LOWEST LEVEL 


YT DON'T V GIVE ME 
WANT YOUR BACK MY 
OD, A CHILDREN! 


IN RECOGNITION 


APPROPRIATELY 
INCREASED. _ 


DON'T WORRY, 
SUB, THEY’LL HAVE 
THE BEST OF CARE 

-- UPTOWN. a4 


YOU SHOULD 
BE HONORED, 
YOUR CHILDREN 
ARE MLU/TANTS. 


STUPID SUB-- DON’T YOU 
UNDERSTAND, THIS _[S 
FOR THEIR OWN GOOD! 


IGNITES HIS 
MUTANT 
POWER, AND 
BLASTS OFF... 


f Ah, WELL-- 
MAYBE {T'S BETTER 
THIS WAY. LESS 
GRIEF, LESS MISERY, / 
ALL 'ROUND. 


YEAH-- THE 
OLDEST, I 
THINK, JULIE, 


REAL CUTE-- 
FORA KID. 


MAYBE YALL OUGHTA 
LIGHTEN’ THE LOAD-=4 


--BY HANDIN’ 
OVER THOSE YOUNG- 
STERS YOU GOT 

PRISONER. 


THE ORDERS 
ARE TO REPORT 
BACK TO HEAD- 
QUARTERS BEFORE 

TAKING ACTION. 


YOU AIN'T 
WELCOME HERE. 


ENGINES ARE 
REALLY STRAININ~ 
YOUR CAR CAN 

BARELY STAY AIRBORNE 
--AN' YOU'RE A 
LONG WAY FROM 

HOME. | 


y 


WOULON'’T CARE, IF IT 
WAS, ‘CAUSE IT STINKS £ 


NOW RETURN THOSE 
CHILDREN -- 


y 
ANY Ww \¢ 
wf QOy 


YOU'RE 
INTERFERING 
WITH OFFICERS 
OF THE LAW-- 2 


= 


\ 
NS bs | 
--OR AH'LL 
TAKE ‘EM! 


THEY'LL BE BACK! AND 

THEY'LL FIND US, NO 

MATTER WHERE WE RUN 
OR HIDE! 


MISTER, AH 
JUST HELPED SAVE 
YOUR FAMILY. 


AH'M NOT 
YOUR ENEMY. 
AIN'T NO 
NEED TO BE 
ANGRY--OR | 7X 


HERE'RE YOUR 
KIOS, MA‘AM. 


THEY CAN'T HELP IT. TO DANI WAS RIGHT, ' BUT THE_PERSON HARDLY. I'M KATIE POWER, 
THAT'S A POWER , WEARING IT IS-- JULIE'S YOUNGER SISTER. 
PACK UNIFORM. SO OLD! 
t AND YOU'RE-- 
SAM GUTHRIE, 
AREN'T YOU? 


I HAVEN'T SEEN YOU IN AGES! VINTERESTING, Se: Rs STINKIN’ DO-GOODERS! THAT 
NS YOU haven't) Ly STIPEND WAS JUST WHAT WE 
VPY CHANGED A BIT, THAT'S A Y NEEDED, MERISA AN’ ME--1O F 
“7% REAL LONG A DECENT PLACE, DECENT CLOTHES, 
Y DECENT FOOD-- TO FINALLY MAK! 


) SOMETHING OF OUR LIVES. IT WAS 
¥ i) OUR CHANCE, TOO, NOT 


ONLY OUR KIDS 


THEN I SUGGEST WE 
FIND OURSELVES SOME- 
WHERE MORE PRI TE: ha 
YOU ee TELL IT TOM 

I LOVE STORIES. 


ARBITRATORS HAVE BEEN 


SS EEE Eee | ASSAULTED, COMMANDER. 
REGARDLESS 


OF THE REASON, 


HAVE ENCOUNTERED \ } i THIS 1S SERIOUS 
z BUSINESS. 


THE "RESISTANCE, " 
COMMANDER? _# 


UNCERTAIN. THIS COULD BE 
NOTHING MORE THAN 
ADOLESCENTS, THUMBING 
THEIR NOSES AT AUTHOR- 
THE PATTERN OF INCIDENTS IS SO... (TY-- WHOSE FUN HAS 
HAPHAZARD, SIR. ALL THE Bre Cree BaWeaee: GOTTEN A LITTLE 
ONE--ARE OF YOUNG PEOPLE, ULTRA-POWERED OUT OF HAND, 
MUTANTS, MIXING VANDALISM WITH PETTY THEFT. 


L WAS THAT AGE = -- THOUGH IT USUALLY, THE 
ONCE MYSELF, $ S FEELS LIKE ANCIENT HARD WAY. 
COMMANDER-- : y° HISTORY, A BILLION 
> d YEARS AGO-- 

--AND WAS 

TOO OFTEN 

TRIPPED UP 

BY MY HOT- 

HEADED 

NATURE. 


COMMANDER, 
CAN YOU 
VISAGE YOUR 


AIS THE COMMANDER'S “THE ELDERLY WOMAN‘ THE COMMANDER REPORTS, "IS THE 
FEATURES FLOW LIKE RENEGADE. MATE POWER. WE'VE BEEN AFTER HER FOR YEARS, 
MERCURY-- FROM ONE BUT NEVER EVEN CAME CLOSE.“ 
FACE _TO THE NEXT-- THE 
CHIEF ARBITRATOR'S ‘) “SMALL WONDER,” REPLIES HIS 
EYES NARROW, BREATH CHIEF, "SHE SURVIVED THE SENTIN- 
CATCHING MOMENTARILY re |e ELS. AND WAS A HERO OF OUR 
(N HIS THROAT.., \ Ef REVOLUTION-- UNTIL SHE 

: TURNED AGAINST IT.” 


“THIS LAST FACE IS THE SUB WHOSE 
CHILDREN WERE THE OBJECT OF 
TODAY'S CULLING RAID. HE'S PRO- 
VIDED US WITH A LEAD TO THE AGI- 
TATORS’ WHEREABOUTS, DOWNTOWN. 


A SPECIAL POWERS \/ 1 AND MY LADY WILL BE S THIS (S A SITUATION WE MUST 
STRIKE FORCE HAS ACCOMPANYING DEAL WITH PERSONALLY. 
ALREADY BEEN YOU, COMMANDER. > 
ASSEMBLED... 
SIR? DO YOU THINK 
THAT'S WISE? THERE'S 
SURE TO BE TROUBLE. 


WE CAN HANDLE OUR- 

SELVES. AS WE HAVE 
SINCE BEFORE 
YOU WERE BORN. 


MEANWHILE, MILES BELOW... Nill i AT LEAST THE KIDS HAVEN'T FORGOTTEN HOW TO LAUGH. eae Ba FOLKS 
TCHIN’-- THEIR 
FACES REMIND ME OF 
GRAN‘PA GUTHRIE’S 


™, if 
ENTERTAIN YOU! Nay ULL OF BLEAK, 
i } [ N Se Lafont |||" GI Despair. 
os mana) Wie "we LEN KO 


7 
f] 
NIN 


Y'KNOW, KATIE, 1F WE WEREN'T HERE, 
THE ADULTS WOULD HAVE DRIVEN 


ae ee ee aff} TION MAKES THEM WEAK 


VYOU TALK AS THOUGH AND DISEASE-- ABETTED BY THE 
POOR SANITATION AND VIRTUALLY 
NONEXISTENT MEDICAL FACILITIES-- 
> ‘ DOES THE REST. OR THEY'RE 
I KILLED. OR THEY KILL 
THE DEATH- THEMSELVES. 
SIGHT-- a 


VALKYRIE 
“GIFT” OF 
SENSING 


we \\\ 
DYING IS EASY, DOWN- 
TOWN. THE COMMUNITY J# 
SPECTATOR SPORT. : 
BUT WHY?! 
THERE MUST BE 


SCORES OF MUTANTS 
UPTOWN WHOSE 


EASILY. 


OF THEM 
SIMPLY... 


MOST OF O' 
FRIENDS AND 
FAMILIES DON'T 


[— MN ¢ 


SOCIETY'S \ 

STANDARDS, ¥ 
WE-- ENHANCED 
POWER BEINGS 
--ARE_ THE 


SAAT 


= — 


SS 


\ 


ss 


I'M ARCHANGEL. ) 
a a 
E STI 


YOU CHILDREN OUT OF THAT NIGHT- 

HAVE NO CONCEP- MARE CAME DOWN- 

TION OF THE GREAT Y TOWN. NON-SUPER E 4 

WAR'S DEVASTATION. BEINGS WERE STILL HIGHER, THE “PIED PIPER”-- THE 
ED NEEDED-- FOR THE THE GULF BAD INFLUENCE LURING 

MOST MENIAL AND _ | BETWEEN THEM FROM THE PATH OF 


DEGRADING OF TASKS | SOCIETIE 
-- BUT THEY WERE CAM 


BRIMFUL OF 
MISTRUST AND 4 RO OTHER AS 
HATE. E CREATURES CAN'T BE 
| UPTOWN. TREATED WITH THE SAME 


AQ 
Se Sey OSs 
Q———— L\ 


WHO'S THEVKIDS SEEM Ys / MY FRIENDS-- ALLOW ME TO 
COMPANY, } TO KNOW INTRODUCE THE NEW MUTANT. 
Ss. 2 ‘ é 


THE INNOCENT, THE HELP- 
LESS, THE CHILDREN. 


3 


ng 2G) — 
AM Wi 


THAN YOUR 
STATUE 
MAKES YOU 
OUT TO BE. 


I LIKE THEM YOUNG, 
WHEN THEY'RE FEELING 
MOST REBELLIOUS AND 
THEIR MINDS ARE MOST 
OPEN AND RECEPTIVE TO 
NEW IDEAS. AND THROUGH 
MY BRATPACK, I HOPE TO 
FULFILL YOUR PROFESSOR 


, PXXAVIER'S DREAM OF ONE 


--WITH POWERS 
AND WITHOUT-- 
LIVING TOGETHER 


a. \ IN PEACE AND 
HARMONY. 


THERE ARE NONE IN ~CHILDREN-- 
DOWNTOWN ANYMORE. SCATTER! 


STAND WHERE YOU ARE, 
CITIZENS, IN THE NAME © 
THE LORDS CARDINAL £ 


“,.TO RECHARGE HERSELF, HER FIRST PASS TAKES AN IMPRESSIVE TOLL, 
SO SHE CAN FIRE HER KNOCKING MOST OF THE SQUAD HEAD OVER HEELS. 


f 
ENERGIZER POWER BLASTS! SC . £ 
; a BUT, AS SHE 
DCL SS =. SWINGS 
— a, AROUND FOR 
* } ANOTHER 
at ATTACK... 


WVILMLLLL 


FIGURE 
THAT 
MEANS... 


S| ".. SHE POSSESSES S 
= a ALL THE POWER, FF 
a PACK ABILITIES?!” oI 

Z =; GT BOOZ — 


OKAY, CHUMPS, HOW ‘BOUT VY WAITS GUYS, THESE COPS 
PICKIN' ON SOMEBODY A ARE MUTANTS, TOO-- THEY 
LITTLE MORE YOUR SPEED! 


WE CAN'T GO PLOWING 
INTO THEM HALF- 
COCKED--/ 


WE'RE HITTING 
THESE CREEPOID 
LA 

HA, 


YOUR POWER 
MAKES YOU 
INVULNERABLE 
WHILE BLASTING, 
CANNONBALL, BUT 
MY WEIGHT CAN 
FORCE YOU INTO 
THE GROUND. 


Z 


ME AND MY BIG 

MOUTH. I'VE GOTA 
NASTY FEELING DANI'S } 
RIGHT-- AND WE'RE INA 


YOUR BODY 
WITH MINES 


SO_DON'T ARGUE 
I KNOW -- TRUST ME-- 
THE RISK! 


NOTHING LIKE 

AN UNEXPECTED, 

VIOLENT CRASH YOU RUN, THEY DIE. 
JO BREAK A BODY'S YOUR CHOICE. 
CONCENTRATION. r 

YOU STOP BLASTING.) 4ge4 

YOU BECOME 

VULNERABLE- 


=- pos , — 4 


= mC rIGHT'S OVER. 


[ewan] 


THE FIELDS ARE FULL OF WILDFLOWERS-- HE'S NEVER SEEN SO MANY COLORS--AND THE 
AIR IS HEADY WITH THEIR SCENT. A HAWK CIRCLES LAZILY OVERHEAD, AND HE CAN HEAR 


‘5S GO ABOUT THEIR BUSINESS AND WATCH THE CLOUDS FLOW MAVJESTICALLY BY. THEIR 
BEAUTY INSPIRING HIS IMAGINATION TO CAST HIM HIGHER THAN ANY BIRD, TO THE 
FURTHER REACHES OF SPACE AND TIME. 


HE LAUGHS-- IN WONDERMENT AND 
TRUE JOY--A STRANGE AND ALIEN 
SOUND AMIDST THE STIFLED SOBS 
, AND PRAYERS AROUND H{M-- 


I --ANND PAPA'S HANDS 
“| TIGHTEN GENTLY ON 
HIS SHOULDERS. 


Bu. SUDDENLY, HE si = 


AAND THE GUNS CHATTER-- 
SILENCING THE LARK, 
SENDING THE HAWK INTO 
STARTLED FLIGHT, ROUGH 
| CORDITE SOURING THE 
FLOWERS’ FRAGRANCE. 


5 {era a = 
fr f ME HEARS SCREAMS. 
i alr" 


DEATH RUSHES TO- 
WARDS HIM. HIS MIND 
WER HE 


COMING ALIVE, REACHING 
OUT-- BULLETS, FOR HIM, 
SEEMING TO MOVE IN 
SLOW MOTION -- 


| THE SIMPLEST OF Re Sek 
MATTERS TO USE THIS Ke WW 
STRANGE, NEW ABILITY 
TO MOVE THEM ASIDE, ae |: 
dq MAKE THEM MISS-- 


MS) -- PAPA GRUNTS, MAMA " 

CRIES HIS NAME, SISTER 

ss — ce ee NO NOISE AT ALL Iii 
eee ae " | 


: INTO BLESSED, 
S ETERNAL OBLIVION 


HE WAKES : SSSanrn 
TO DARKNESS, SSS ~SSv \ SO LONG AGO, 


DIRT IN EYES, Lik. -- BLOOD SOAKS THE ee THE BOY, THEN. |X « Kaw = * ee ASO FAR AWAY. 


a. “ARTI KL ~ b 
NOSE, MOUTH, TaN Bee ee” SSS YET THE MEMORIES 


ALIVE, ALIVE, aM THE MAN, t NOW. ne ARE STILL VIVID. 


PRESSING IN. 
OLDING 


EVERY DETAIL, 
ETCHED WITH ACID. 


PACKED, AIR (om é °— PS NAME IS 
JO BREATHE < =—_@a 


WHICH WAY 
IS UP, ALIVE, 
SCRABBLE, 


PLEASE, THIS 
WHER’ 
Vou BELONG-- 


MY. POWER-- MY 
MASTERY OVER 
MAGNETISM-- FIRST 

MANIFESTED ITSELF 


THE GERMANS WERE 
SO ASTONISHED BY My COULDN'T IT DO THE ) 
SURVIVAL, THEY DECIDED SAME FOR R THOSE XN 
TO SPARE MY LIFE. I WAS I LOVED 7! 
SENT INSTEAD TO A 
CONCENTRATION 
ay CAMP. AUSCHWITZ. 


s 
SSL rrr 


XAVIER'S SCHOOL IS AM 1 A FOOL FOR 
SO_ EMPTY WITH oe pols Soe @. 


IS MY DREAM A «WE COULD BE 
HARBINGER OF ALONE, W DESTROYED £ 
MUTANTKIND'S EVENTUAL] | COULD B Z 
FATE? POSSIBLY, BUT DESTROYED. 
WILL WE BE THE VICTIMS, 
OR THE EXECUTIONERS? 
©) 


O < 

THE HELLFIRE 
CLUB HAS INVITED 
ME TO JOIN THE 
LORDS CARDINAL 


IS PREPOSTEROUS-- 
THEY ARE VILLAINS, 
>__ AMONG TH 


THE CHOICE 
e/ IS MINE-- THE 
RESPONSIBILITY 
IS MI 


f BUT THEN, 
SO ONCE 
WAS I. 


WE'RE ABOUT 
. TO MEET... 


THAT WAS THEN, © 
WHERE THE NEW 
MUTANTS BELONG. 


THIS IS NOW, 
WHERE THEY'RE 
STUCK. 


IT'S ALL RIGHT, CAPTAIN.¥-- OCCASIONALLY WITH 
DANIELLE'S CALLED ME GOOD REASON. 
FAR WORSE THINGS 
IN HER DAY-- OR HAVE I CHANGED 
af SO MUCH, THAT YOU'VE 
\: ALL FORGOTTEN... 


"hy <7AMARAL?! 2 6 


IF YOU'RE IN CHARGE HERE, YOU HAVE fF MAGNETO «> MUTANTKIND 
CHANGED-- BECAUSE THE SUNSPOT AND H 
MAGMA _WE KNEW WOULD NEVER BE FRIENDS-- AN ALLIANCE EXTERMINATEDS 
A PART OF SUCH A CRUEL AND THE BETWEEN 
REPRESSIVE SOCIETY J BLOODIEST ,|XAVIER’S SCHOOL 
AND MOST AND THE 
TERRIBLE HELLFIRE 
EASY TO IN HUMAN CLUB. 
CONDEMN, HISTORY. 
DANI... 


SAY WHAT \V/ AFTER OUR VICTORY, MANY WANTED THE SURVIVING 
YOL) PLEASE, HUMANS TO SUFFER THE FATE THEY'D PLANNED FOR US. 
SAM THIS 1S_,BUT WE LORDS CARDINAL DECIDED INSTEAD TO BE MERCIFLIL. 
WE PROVIDED THEM A | 


MORE THAN WE DO WITH 
THEM. THEY’RE MUCH 
BETTER OFF AMONG 

s THEIR OWN KIND, 


{ SHOULD WE SHARE THE 
\ FRUITS OF OUR POWERS 
. AND OUR LABOR? 4 


IF YOU HAVE TO \ 
ASK, THERE'S NO 
POINT ME TELLIN’ YOU. ) 


BUT THEY'D RATHER SAM, THAT WAS A "CULLING SEARCH.” GENETIC 
DESPOIL THEIR HOMES SCANS DETERMINE THOSE AMONG THE SUBS‘ 
-- AND THEN BLAME PROGENY WITH STRONG MUTANT POTENTIAL. 
US FOR THEIR MISERY.) LTHEY ARE FOSTERED TO HOMES UPTOWN... 


«eWHERE THEIR POTENTIAL CAN BE REALIZED 


THEY COULD ; / N I. 

PROSPER : Kr TO ITS FULLEST EXTENT. THIS [S OUR WAY OF 

{F THEY aw, | MAINTAINING THE SPIRIT AND REALITY 
eee OF XAVIER'S Sapa: as oar 


WANTED. 


INTO XAVIER'S J 


\ /AS I RECALL, Mr. “NO-| | BEATS ME. THAT'S WHY WE'RE IN 
BODY," CANNONBALL PROBABLY THIS MESS. MAGUS WANTS 
SCARED STIFF ‘LOCK DEAD, AND HE'S 
AND HIDING WILLING TO GO TO ANY 
\ YOUR Race ne ys LENGTH TO GET HIM. 
DAD REMEMBER, BOBBY? 


OR 
DIDN'T THIS 
HAPPEN IN 
YOUR PAST? 


BULLPEN BULLETMNS 


About ten years ago, a lawyer friend of mine told me that 
! could sue DC Comics for a million dollars or more. The 
lawyer, a lady who'd worked in the comics business for 
many years, had discovered that I'd started writing profes- 
sionally for DC Comics in 1965 when | was thirteen years 
old, and had written many dozens of stories for DC's top- 
selling titles while | was between the ages of thirteen and 
eighteen. Because | was a minor, she said, the legal agree- 
ments that I'd signed granting DC ownership of the stories 
I'd written and the characters I'd created (two of which 
were featured in their own series) were meaningless. She 
told me that | owned those stories, and would be entitled to 
all the income DC had received from licensing them for 
publication worldwide, or statutory copyright damages, 
whichever was greater. She said the case was airtight, and 
urged me to pursue it. 

{never even considered it for amoment. 
: You see, !’d been offered the same deal as everybody else 
in comics in those days, and, minor or not, I‘d understood it 
perfectly. Moreover, I'd agreed to it enthusiastically— 
thrilled to have the chancé to write comics, and very glad to 
be paid what | was paid, because my family needed that 
money. 

It wouldn't be right to go back on the deal. 

Recently, a reporter from Phoenix asked me, “Do you 
think your comics provide good role models for your 
younger readers?” That's a pretty standard question, and | 


gave it the standard answer—that providing good role 
models is not our goal. We don’t try to preach morals or 
values—business, we feel, best left to parents .and 
educators. We're entertainers. Our business is telling good 
stories. 

He seemed happy with that answer, and the interview 
moved on. Since then, however, I’ve given that subject 
more thought. The fact is that a good story must leave the 
reader with something more than he started with—a 
thought, an idea, an insight ... What thoughts, ideas and 
insights were conveyed to me when | was a reader? 

The Amazing Spider-Man was my favorite title back then. 
| identified with Peter Parker, because he and his Aunt May 
had money troubles just like my family did. Often his need 
was desperate, and he was faced with a choice between 
doing the self-serving, expedient thing and doing the right 
thing. He wasn’t a paragon. Once or twice he slipped. Hey, 
he was only human. But, you know, ! could tell that he 
learned from his mistakes, and in the end, when it counted, 
he always chose to do the right thing. 

My lawyer friend's name came up in conversation the 
other day, reminding me of my choice not to sue DC. It 
occurred to me then that Peter Parker wouldn't have done it 
either. 


Jim Shooter 
Editor in Chief 
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SAM, DOUG 
-- AN’ LOOKS 
THEN, LET'S HURT! 
BLOW THIS 
JOINT ! 
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-BUT MAYBE, 
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KATIE £ 
FINISH THE JOB 
YOU STARTED! 


YOU'RE MY FRIENDS-- BUT I 
HAVE RESPONSIBILITIES THAT 
TRANSCEND EVEN THAT! 


YOU MAY NOT APPROVE 
OF_OUR SOCIETY-- BUT 
IT'S OUR SOCIETY! BY 
WHAT RIGHT DO, YOU DARE 
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AMONG US. AND IF YOU 
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YOU BELONG, YOU'LL IN FACT, I 
BELIEVE OURS IS THE GUARANTEE 
WAY aoe LS ealllad YOU'LL THANK 
SHOU ME FOR IT. 


